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NOTE: This is the tag-end of the 1989 season and we seem to have covered just about 
all fall fiction titles, save for the runaway remnants which appear.below. 1940 titles, 
which are just beginning to come in, will be included in the November 15th issue. 


October 26 


Fante, John ASK THE DUST Stackpole 


A second novel by the young Italian whose Wart Until Spring, Bandini re- 
ceived high praise, but only questionable sales. Fante writes of the same class as 
Pietro di Donato, but his style is less turgid, less impassioned, if more artistic. 
This is the story of the youngest Bandini, a writer, who goes to live in Los Angeles 
on the proceeds of his first story, and of his infatuation for the cheap, Mex wait- 
ress who finds him effete and ludicrous in his sensitivity. It is the story of have- 
nots, of racial cast-offs, of driftwood, and a moving one. Fante can write —- but 
this is not a big enough book to override a subject of limited appeal. $2.00 


November 2 


Kaiser, Georg VERA Alliance 


A fairly unrelieved torture and torment piece, of violent emotional post- 
utrings in the form of a long letter of a "living dead" to his wife, Vera. Boris, 
shamed by his inability to achieve glory in battle, takes a dead soldier's identity 
during the Russian defeat at Tannenberg, thereby renouncing his country and his wife. 
After imprisonment, remarriage, he drifts to Parfts where he sees Vera again, plans to 
claim her, when he realizes that she is happily married to a wealthy Greek. By the 
close he finds that his path of least resistance (although it involves considerable 
mind and heart searching) has blocked his chances, and that he can never assume his 
real identity. The reader doesn't much care. $2.50 


November 3 


White, T. H. THE WITCH IN THE WOOD Putnam 


* A second sleight of hand with olden times, a mixture of modernisms, fan— 
tasy, knowledge of medieval life and lore, and intriguing inventiveness in the tradi- 
tion of The Sword and The Stone. Here are many parallel stories, that of Arthur, now 
King, learning the answer to the question of Might versus Right, and forming his 
Round Table; that of the Witch in the Wood, Morgause, whose husband, King Lot, is 
away fighting Arthur and whose four sons are brought up to hate Arthur; that of Sir 
Grummore Grummursum and King Pellinore, in love with the daughter of the King of 
Flanders, etc. There is less natural history than in the first book, and very little 
magicking, but it is equally delightful. $2.50 
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November 7 







Shearing, Joseph BLANCHE FURY Harrison-Hilton 


A fairly finished hand at horror tales, with a good sense of mood, fiction- 
izes an old Norwich crime with all the essentials of melodrama. Bastardy, brooding 
jealousies and hatreds, revenge and murder are the ingredients - but the result is 
not as blatant as it sounds - and makes holding reading. The story is that of Blanche 
Fury, arrogant, beautiful, power driven, who comes to stay with her moneyed, landed 
cousins. Envious and resentful, she falls in with their caretaker, the bastard off- 
shoot of the original Fury, and together they bring ruin to the Furys, and themselves. 
Good montage, and substantially built-up characterization to modulate the plot and °* 
make it real for the reading. $2.50 






























November & 
Patrick, Diana WORLD WITHIN THESE WALLS Dutton 


The possessive love of Dessa for her younger sister, Laura, is the central 
theme of this novel of the West Riding country, with lots of family details as padd- 
ing. Laura finally breaks away at the close, to marry the boy she loves, and Dessa 
faces her possessiveness. Not too meaty pickings from slim bones. $2.00 


November 2m 


Stong, Phil IVANHOE KEELER Farrar & Rinehart 


A picture of life in the mid-19th century, of expanding frontiers and fast 
changing fortunes in the story of Ivanhoe Keeler. Apparently everything Ivanhoe 
® touched turned to gold, but every affair he had left him with a broken heart. Of 
travels here and abroad, until his return to Iowa where he settled down to a richer 
life and where he at last finds true love. Entertaining enough story, but it lacks 
the vigor and authenticity of Buckskin Breeches. $2.50 


aI Fe 
vowenver’ 22" I  Actrathcts Bh hg p 
Schoenstedt, Walter THE CRADLE BUILDER Farrar & Rinehart 


In Praise of Life had the power of an authentic record, with the weaknesses 
of the attempt to turn it into fiction. This story, which takes up Peter's life in 
America, his attempts at readjustment, at putting behind the insecurity and terror of 
his youth in Nazi Germany, and his marriage somehow lacks the poignancy and force of 
the earlier book. Perhaps there is too little of himself, too much of an attempt to 
show German—Americans at cross purposeS, uncertain of the role they are playing. But 
it hasn't been done before, and has points of interest. $2.50 


December 1 


Mendelssohn, Peter ACROSS THE DARK RIVER Doubleday, Doran 


Another indictment of Nazi Germany, with a power that comes from simplicity 
and restraint, but the market does seem overexploited and this book is not essentially 
popular. This is the story of little men, an innkeeper, a tailor, a Rabbi, a cobbler, 
etc., and the days they lived through - but for the most part could not survive, when 
Hitler came into Austria. Losing all they had, they are driven from Germany, refused 

@ harbor in Czechoslovakia, and finally find a temporary refuge on a barge on the Dan- 
ube, the band of forty odd now dwindled down to a handful. Death and deportation soon 
solve the issue. Well done, if harrowing, fictionization of an actual incident. 

$2.50 
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December 1 


Gibbs, A. Hamglton A HALF INCH OF CANDLE Little, Brown 


Romance keyed to today's setting, in a Beloved Vagabond type of story of 
an artist and a lady in a Riviera hill town. She is a Russian emigree, the wife of 
his plutocratic brother, and when they fall in love, she goes to live with him. The 
brother returns there, uses their wish for freedom to marry as a lever to make them 
comply with his schemes, and when they refuse, he has his brother put under surveil- 
lance as a spy. The war breaks out, France is mobilized, and when the artist makes 
a stand for peace, he is stoned as a spy. Thinly spun, with old-fashioned charm 
over-generously applied, and with new fashioned cynicism coated over with sentiment. 
It may catch hold as different, readable, etc,, but it is for rentals primarily. $2.50 


MYSTERIES, WESTERNS AND THRILLERS 


November 7 
Rutland, Harriet KNOCK, MURDER, KNOCK! Harrison-Hilton 


- Very well written, intelligent story of triple murder in an out of the way 
setting, a drab watering spa in England, where some carping aged and crippled relish 
every scandal sorespot among the younger guests, and live to see their juniors die 
off via murder. Acid characterization, if deduction not too energetic. $2.00 


November 8 
Grayson, Rupert GUNSTON COTTON, Secret Airman Dutton 


Gunston squelches international wreckage in short order, when a German- 
American spy-sabotage outfit take to kidnapping, torture, murder, etc. Oppenheim 
bric-a-brac reduced to simplest and lowest terms. $2.00 


November 15 


Gunn, Tom PAINTED POST OUTLAWS Messner 


Sheriff Steele thwarts plot to establish an outlaw state between Arizona 


and Mexico. Repletion of gunfire and killings. Good idea, but garden variety result. 
$2.00 


November 24 
Foster, Bennett BLACKLEG RANGE Morrow 


No girl trouble in this openspacer of a son's fight for his father's ranch, 
where the cattle are stricken with blackleg. Brawn wins the ranch and brains saves 
the cattle. <A good story, well told in straightforward and authentic style. $2.00 


December 1 
Clason, Clyde B. DRAGON'S CAVE Doubleday, Doran 


Theocritus Lucius Westborough instigates a flashy finish to the case of 
three daisy-pusher-uppers in Chicago, where a plethora of medieval weapons obfus- 
cate the facts, and a get-rich-quick scheme, a cryptogram, and Romeo and Juliet 
finally set him on the right track. Not quite as esoteric as previous tomes. $2.00 
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MUST BOOKS 


Note:- At this season of the year we feel somewhat as if we were picking up the 
"bits and pieces", books which for one reason or another are put into lists at the 
last moment, books that are shipped in sheets from England and bound here. The main 
and obvious MUST BOOKS are all reported. The two listed below are listed under this 
heading for special reasons:— the Edman book, which might be overlooked because of 
its slight appearance, is so timely and so right for the moment, that it must not be. 
overlooked. The new book by the author of The 81g Four is a sure best seller for the 
Coast, and the rest of the country may catch the contagion. 


Among the PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS, the Krivitsky IN STALIN'S SECRET SERVICE (Harper) is 
sensational, though probably unsound; Constancia de la Mora's IN PLACE OF SPLENDOR 
(Harcourt, Brace) is a good dark horse bet; BERNARD'S BRETHREN by C. M. Shaw (Holt) 
has possibilities as a trick book; Phil Stong's HORSES AND AMERICANS (Stokes) should 
prove an easy book for gift sale. 


November 20 
Edman, Irwin A CANDLE IN THE DARK Viking 


* This is subtitled A Postscript to Destair. A better subtitle would be A 
Postscript to Hope, for Edman gives us his creed of light in a darkened world. He 
pleads for a recognition of present goods as a manifestation of the eternal; he shows 
us — through historical fact and a clearcut analysis of those things in life which 
speak of progress that we have a refuge from those other things that seem to deny 
progress. In a cultivation of the sense of the present and the richness thereof 

lies the escape from the horrors that darken the world. It is no creed of "sweet— 
ness and light" but a philosophy which sustains courage and hope. A book slight in 
outward seeming, rich in inner substance. Don't overlook it. There should be a 
chance for a big plus sale through the holidays. $1.25 


December 1 


Lewis, Oscar & Hall, Carroll D. BONANZA INN Knopf 


The Palace was always good copy for San Francisco; now in this history of 
America's first luxury hotel, it provides itself good copy for any reader with a 
nostalgic memory of America's past, in stage, in opera, in literature, in sensation- 
alism - upper crust. The Palace in its time, housed almost every celebrity of the 
period, who crossed the continent. It was the background for scandal and drama and 
romance and adventure. It stood for a period of contradictions, exaggerations, 
eccentricities. Even today, there is a certain glamor that the very name brings up. 
A book that is a sure best seller in San Francisco; a big seller the length of the 
Coast; and it is colorful enough to warrent wide sales elsewhere. Built by the 
famous Ralston, it provided his greatest memorial after his tragic end; its own great 
period ended on a note of drama, in the great fire of 1906. Its history compasses 
San Francisco's rise to the magnitude of a big city; it is history and politics and 
biography and human interest; symbol of perhaps our most individual city. Oscar 
Lewis’ Tne Big Four places him as a spokesman for the Coast. $3.50 
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PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 
'T 


November && 
Krivitsky, W. G. IN STALIN'S SECRET SERVICE Harper 


This sensational expose has appeared in part in the S.E.P. and was off to 
a good start because of the break of his prediction of the union between Stalin and 
Hitler, which seemed to give credence to his word on other matters. He tells of how 
Stalin played Hitler over a period of years, in spite of the surface friction in ver- 
bal attacks and diplomatic snubs. He gives the inside story of many of the Russian 
purges and Stalin's fear of the power of the military groups of generals whom he 
finally liquidated. He shows how the Russian Secret Service operates in foreign 
countries. The author was for many years chief of the Military Intelligence in West- 
ern Europe and after seeing the fellow leaders eliminated he discovered his own name 
on a list, and escaped. There have been a number of articles taking exception to the 
author's veracity, particularly in his account of the part played by Russia in fo- 
menting the Spanish Revolution. The complications of internal Soviet politics make 


the text at times confusing, but there is enough exciting adventure and personal rec- 


ord to carry over a sense of pace. $3.00 


“ a { A, > } 
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Earle, Hubert P. BLACKOUT: The Human S1de of Europe's March to War Lippincott 


The son of the ex-governor of Pennsylvania summers abroad under the tutel- 
age of Ambassador Bullitt. He witnessed the outbreak of war, and has told the story 
of the weeks leading up to it. This is distinguished only in being the first of what 
will probably be a deluge of personal experiences; in itself it is not unusual. He 
is a bit of a snob, a little patronizing, very youthful. He tells all he saw in the 
Paris Embassy; he writes of a trip through Germany prior to war, a visit to Biddle 
at the Warsaw Embassy. He spent the days when everyone was trying to escape Paris 


yr 


helping in the Embassy there, and saw what it meant to go through blackouts, air raids 
and so on. Plenty of chit-chat, inside picture of American aristocracy abroad. Illus- 


trated. $2.00 


McClelland, Nancy DUNCAN PHYFFE AND THE ENGLISH REGENCY Wm. R. Scott 


A definitive book on a period of growing importance in American interior 
decoration, since the furniture of that period, and its reflection over here in the 
work of Duncan Phyffe and his followers fits into settings that are essentially 
American and American at its: best. The background of the period, historically and 
humanly, the sense of life going on, in court and in the fine homes of England, makes 
the period itself come alive. The part of the book dealing with Phyffe gives a sig- 
nificance to his work and its place which gives credence to the legendary value he 
has achieved. Superb reproductions of fine photographs of Regency and Phyffe furni- 
ture make this an important reference book for libraries, museums, and decorators. 
Sale definitely specialized, but a good gift book item for collectors and people in- 
terested in decoration, whether professionals or amateurs. $15.00 


November 16 
de la Mora, Constancia IN PLACE OF SPLENDOR Harcourt, Brace 


* This life of a very gallant and very forceful young Spanish woman is both 
personal history and world history. She was born to a patrician, monied heritage and 
was destined to break the stranglehold of existing conventions as she matured in op- 
pressed Spain of the post-war period. Her eyes were first opened by her years of 
English schooling and she returned contemptuous of the conditions that permitted the 
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poverty she saw. She bucked society to break an unhappy marriage; with her second 
husband she fought for the Loyalist cause when war broke out. <A record of three 
years of privation and unceasing activity, work with orphaned children, with the 
Foreign Press Bureau, where she knew Hemingway, Sheean and Matthews. Finally, de- 
feat — and America. Very colorful and dramatic writing, with little that is too 
intensely personal. $3.00 


November 164 


Eliot, T. 5S. OLD POSSUM'S BOOK OF PRACTICAL CATS Harcourt, Brace 


One can't say much for the kind of feline society Mr. Eliot keeps, but his 
verses are very entertaining and smack a bit of Archie and Mehitabel, of Gilbert and 
of Lewis Carroll. Written with gusto and humor. $1.25 


Jacobs, Lewis THE RISE OF THE AMERICAN FILM Harcourt, Brace 


A chronological account of the American moving picture industry, from its 
earliest days to the present, with thorough investigation of pioneer figures, develop- 
ment of technique and style, the growth of the film's importance in actual life, the 
growth of artistic and mechanical merit, the sudden rise of the business and its 
tremendous ramifications, the origin of the star system and its results, outstanding 
pictures and their influence, individual players, directors and the present trend. 
Whether you agree or not in his. critical judgment, it has many kinds of appeal. For 
the student, for the nostalgic picture-goer for whom old pictures bring delight, for 
students of American history, for the business man studying business trends, etc. 
Unique in its field. $4.50 


November 17 


Cabot, Hugh THE PATIENT'S DILEMMA Reynal & Hitchcock 
The Quest for Y¥edical Security in America 


This book crusades for better medical care for everyone. The author anal-— 
yzes the new vistas science has opened up in every branch, physics, chemistry, etc., 
and makes it all too obvious that the old G. P. cannot keep pace with medical prog- 
ress and give specialized and first class care. Preventive medicine is still a neg- 
lected field. Modern treatment needs better equipment. The answer is cooperation - 
between doctor, public and government. The cook is a lucid, persuasive program for 


the medicine of the future, but it is repetitious here and there. $2.50 
Pribichevich, Stoyan WORLD WITHOUT END Reynal & Hitchcock 
° The best coverage of the Balkan states that we have seen. Historical, 


biographical, economic, industrial, political. He takes the individual states, 
traces their national backgrounds, customs, characteristics, and places them in to- 
day's picture. He follows their interrelations, their contributions to European 
history, their arts and crafts. Each country comes to life; each important person- 
ality that has gone into building their history and made contributions of one sort 

or another, is sketched. He gives one a sense of timelessness, of recurrent conquest 
and recurrent reestablishment, of national entities that survive German domination. 
One feels that Hindus is right with his contention We Shall Live Again. His final 
emphasis, his plea, is for a union of states, rather than stress of individualism. 
Important in the world picture. $3.50 
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November 17 
Rodell, Fred WOE UNTO YOU, LAWYERS! Reynal & Hitchcock 


A professor of law at Yale University vitriolizes lawyers and The Law, ad- 


vocating the whole legal system be abolished, since it has lost its one time excuse 


for existence, but on "grounds of plain unvarnished justice, fairness and humanitar- 
ianism", by laymen expressly "trained to understanding of the different fields of 


activities with which they were to deal". Entertainingly presented, - a red flag 


to legal minds. $2.50 


Announcing 
Complete in one volume 


MacCurdy, Edward, &d. THE NOTEBOOKS OF LEONARDO Reynal & Hitchcock 


The war has cancelled the plans for issuing another 1000 sets of the im- 
ported De Luxe Edition and the companion volume The Drawings of Leonardo. So new 
plates have been made here, and this popular priced edition is the result. It is 
smaller, but the text is complete, eight of the famous drawings are included, and 


the format is excellent - buckram binding, stamped in gold, two-color title page, 


boxed. $5.00 


Povember 21 
Early, Eleanor LANDS OF DELIGHT Houghton, Mifflin 


A cruise book to Northern South America and the Caribbean, a companion vol- 
ume to Ports of the Sun, covering the following places:- Puerto Rico, Santo Domingo, 
Cat Cay, Tortola, Venezuela ports, Caracas, Curacao, Martinique, Trinidad, and glimp- 
ses of other ports, briefly seen. Miss Early is a traveler after my own heart. She 
gives enough and not too much of the background, she shares a sense of adventure and 
discovery, she includes enough practical advice on places to stay, things to do, food 
and drink and clothes, to make her books xood books for those who would do likewise. 

$2.25 


And on November 27 
Reck, Daisy PUERTO RICO AND THE VIRGIN ISLANDS Farrar & Rinehart 


A different type of travel book, covering some of the same district. This 
for the armchair traveler, who wants an intimate personal story of not only the ports 
of call, but the out of the way places, off the beaten track, the other towns and 
villages than those usually seen, the sort of life that one spending a long season in 
one island could share. Not for the cruise visitor, except as incentive to linger. 
Those who read Du Bose Heyward's Star Spangled Virgin will find the factual background 


recounted. This is a good companion volume to the Early book, but not a substitute. 
$2.50 


November 22 


Wendt, Gerald SCIENCE FOR THE WORLD OF TOMORROW Norton 


This is not the "pop" appeal type of past-and-future coverage, but a serious 
inquiry into future ways of living predicated by trends of present day equipment. 
Living as affected by scientific research, discoveries and uses. Better use of per- 
sonal freedom, with new definition of man's purpose in relation to mechanical, chemi-~~ 
cal or electrical power. Background of the hows and whys of industrial development, 
and analysis of failure of distribution and economics to keep abreast of industry and 
production. A spur to man to speed up his thinking and living. $2.75 


> = 
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November 23 


Scudder, Lawrence W. ACCOUNTANCY AS A CAREER Funk & Wagnalls 


One of the Kitson Careers Series, and excellent for its market. A study of 
the qualifications for accountancy, analysis of what an accountant does, of the aver- 
age earnings, personality, place with large firms and small, value in war times. He 
gives some place to women in the profession. He shows how accountancy is a stepping 
stone to other jobs, how it opens up possibilities of investments, of executive posi- 
tions, and so forth. He discusses the preparation and the technical training. Enough 
individual cases to give it human interest. Good addition to vocational shelf. $1.50 


November 24 


Franklin, Jay THE FUTURE IS OURS Modern Age 


From the T V A to the salvation of the entire Mississippi Valley. He shows 
how destruction has gone on for centuries, and he gives us twenty years grace, in 
which government and business must come to terms to save the Valley. He studies the 
T V A and draws the conclusion that it points the way to reconquest of the Valley and 
regeneration of the people. Well written - but specialized in appeal. $ .50 


“ae ; & ~ 
Bradford, Roark JOHN HENRY: A Play Harper 


A lyrical play built on the legendary figure of the Negro Paul Bunyan, the 
river man, "natchal cotton rollin' man". Good Mississippi and Louisiana material. 
Rhythmical, with backgrounds of group singing, spirituals, etc. Authentic. $2.00 


December 4 


Shaw, C. M. BERNARD'S BRETHREN Holt 
With Coptous Rubricated Annotations by George Bernard Shaw 


Charles lacks the incisive pugilistic qualities of his famous cousin, but 
has a plentiful supply of gentle wit and this comes through in every vignette of the 
family, from the Scottish rebels of the 14th century, the Australian pioneers, the 
Irish spitfires, the ancestors and the relations today. G. B. S. comments are typi- 
cally disputatious, barbituric, calling Charles down for romanticizing, for inaccur- 
acy. An original sort of book with an appeal to Shavian collectors and to those who 
like out of the way bits. $3.00 


Sachar, Abram Leon SUFFERANCE IS THE BADGE Knopf 


A world picture of the tragedy of the Jew, not only in Germany, but in Russia, 
Rumania, the Balkans, etc. Name a country and there you will find a Jewish story 
against the social background of that country. ‘The author shows the integral relation- 
ship between Jewish and general history, especially since the World War. The picture 
should be one of black despair but Sachar reveals the courage, faith and dignity of 
Ancient Israel and its hope for a better world through the triumph of economic democ-— 
racy. A moving presentation of a minority people whose problem has become a major one 
throughout the world. $3.50 
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Beasley, Norman HIGH LINES AND SKY LINES Harper 


Pioneering 1n Scrence and Industry 


The story of the firm of Stone and Webster, electrical and industrial engin- 
eers. They were on the bandwagon of business expansion and engaged in world wide 
engineering, securities, and operation of public utility and industrial properties. 
The firm's career is told against a rapid fire summary of highlights of the years. 
Definitely a business man's book, particularly those interested in the financial as- 


pects, and the industrial aspects. There is adventure, there is pioneering, there is 


business acumen. $3.00 


Mooney, James D. & THE PRINCIPLES OF ORGANIZATION Harper 
Reiley, Alan C. 


Highly specialized and limited. Study of organization as applied to govern- 
ment, religion, military activities, industry, against an historical background. Based 
on the book published in 1931, but completely revised due to the challenge of today to 
the historical concept of constitutional democracy, felt even in the industrial sphere. 
He finds and correlates the principles of order and procedure. $3.50 


December 12 


Ayres, Leonard P. TURNING POINTS IN BUSINESS CYCLES Macmillan 


Many regard Mr. Ayres, of the Cleveland Trust, as one of the country's 
soundest economists, and his monthly reports are widely distributed. Unlike most 
of his fellows, he argues that business cycles do not repeat, but that each is an 
entity, caused by undulating fluctuations of the inflow of new capital into business, 
with downturns caused by cessation of such inflow. He analyzes various economic 
theories, -— pump priming, veterans' bonus, the Townsend Plan, increasing consumer 
purchasing power, regulations of banking laws — and each channel leads back to his 
main thesis. Not for the average layman, but for the research analyst and the econ- 


omic historian. $2.75 
STOP PRESS! LATE COMERS ALL 
Published 
Goddard, Gloria & LET'S HAVE A GOOD TIME TONIGHT Grosset & Dunlap 


Wood, Clement 


Another party omnibus, which is again comprehensive, useful and a good 
first aid to stymied hostesses. Includes sections of games for breaking the ice; 
dances; guessing games; games of ingenuity; indoor athletics; rough house games; in- 

‘tellectual games; stunts; gags; games of chance; outdoor games; games for children; 
holiday festivities. $1.25 








Follett, Muriel NEW ENGLAND YEAR Stephen Daye Press 


I thought it enchanting. Anyone who loved Adventures in Contentment, with 
something of The Country Kitchen, something of As The Earth Turns will like this day 
by day record of a Vermont farm, written by an articulate farm woman. One gets a 
rounded picture of the family, the life, the daily routine, neighbors, village life, 
seasonal activities, grange meetings, town meetings, 4-H club, harvest, health edu- 
cation, the hurricane (1938), cooperatives ~ farm life, American style, today, a 
vital force in our national life. It has a warm quality, a sense of fundamental 
values, a naturalness — and it is homely, pleasant reading. Attractive format with 
wood engravings by Herbert Waters. $2. 50 
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SALTS OF THE SOUND 





McAdam, Roger Williams Stephen Daye Press 







This is specialized in its appeal but under this heading can come (1) every- 
one to whem New England and particularly the Sound means ships and steamboating. 

(2) all who are interested in a record of American coastwise shipping. (3) all who 
like boats and the stories of the men who captained them. From the days of the first 
steamboats on the Sound, back in 1815, to today, the boats, the captains, anecdotes 

of rivalry, adventure of sorts. Illustrated with photographs and prints from the 
Mariners’ Museum in Newport News. $3.75 


Nicklin, John W. FABULOUS STAMPS Hastings House 


The author is a dealer and the author of a number of stamp albums, so is 
well known to the field of philately. This is the romance of the rarities, the biog- 
raphies of the most interesting stamps in the field. He has chosen fifty, represent-— 
ing thirty countries. He tells where they might be found, illustrating his points 
with anecdotes. He has brought together something of their history, of their owner- 
ship, of their value. He includes a check list of the known rarities and what they 
are worth. $2.50 


(Note:—- Once again, have you thought of tying up a stamp department with books? It 
is done occasionally in department stores. There are enough books on the subject to 
give a reason ror it. It demands someone in charge who knows the subject. But itS one 
of the legitimate sidelines, which is almost a sure money-maker. ) 


Aikman, Duncan & Bolles, Blair AMERICA'S CHANCE OF PEACE Doubleday, Doran 


. This book makes a contribution along lines that have been cverlooked:- the 
differences (instead of the resemblances) between 1914 and 1939. They show how 
changed our state of preparedness is, not from the angle of army and navy so much 

as from the angles of war finance and war economy, from the diplomatic front, from 
the channels of communication, from the curbs on war booms in industry, in the stock 
market, in agriculture. They outline the set-up in Washington for research, for 
organization, which seem to indicate that there is a machinery of keeping our own 
preparedness in order and at the same time supplying those nations that can conform 


to the regulations. They warn against scareheads here, as a graver peril than any- 
thing the press or radio can do, under the restrictions now prevailing. Succinctly 
done, with touches of humor. $1.00 
Wilkins, Harold T. TREASURE HUNTING Bruce Humphries 


The histories of various treasure hoards, on land and sea; the first knowl- 
edge of them and subsequent attempts to locate them. World wide coverage, - from 
buried to sunken treasure trove. Lavish quotations from original sources. Famous 
hoaxes. Answers to widespread queries, the romance and adventure of legendary caches 
all combine to make this good reading for the treasure-hunt-minded. Illustrated. $3.00 


Lee, Charles HOW TO ENJOY READING Waverly 


This should prove a goldmine for reviewers, lecturers on books and reading, 
list makers, public library readers advisers, and so forth. The literary editor of 
the Boston Heraldchats about the reasons for reading, how to read to best advantages, 
what to borrow, what to buy, how to build a home library. He discusses reprints and 
their value; book clubs; circulating libraries and literary clubs. And he gives a few 
basic facts about criticism, so that the average layman can set up his own rule of 
thumb. He includes, in the course of the book, a compilation of all sorts of useful 
lists for quick reference, prize winners, and their years, and so forth. $2.00 
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Ickes, Harold L. AMERICA'S HOUSE OF LORDS Harcourt, Brace 


The Secretary of the Interior inquires into the freedom of the press, and 
finds it wanting. It is a superficial study at best, but he brings out some illumi- 
nating points in regard to individual publishers and their papers (or chains), show- 
ing how they avoid criticism while liking to criticize. He endorses the principles 
of the American Society of Newspaper Editors, but shows how many papers fail to con- 
sider the public good, if it might imperil their relations with Big Business, He in- 
cludes some of the material of the famous debate with Editor Frank E. Gannett, along 
with interesting sidelights on the reporting of the debate in the press. He reveals 
some facts not generally known about the relation of certain newspapers and independ- 
ent radio companies. Not a rounded picture, but a springboard for further investi- 
gation. McCormick of the Chicago Tribune and the Oakland (Cal.) Tribune come in for 


a trimming, but due credit is given the papers he feels deserve it. 
Paper - $.75 Cloth -— $1.50 


Stong, Phil HORSES AND AMERICANS Stokes 


* Tops as a gift book for anyone, of any age, who likes horses. A definitive 
study of the vital role of the horse in American life, from the days of the Spanish 
Conquistadores to the present. Plantation life, colonial activities, travel almost 

up to the middle of the 19th century, all depended upon the horse. He goes into 
breeding, developing strains; he takes up stage coaching, Pony Express, Overland Mail, 
Wells Fargo. He tells anecdotes of horses in our history; in the history of racing; 
in our wars. He discusses the cavalry of the past and the cavalry of today. Of the 
horse as against the machine, in the future. A bibliography and an index make this 
valuable for reference and for libraries. Fully illustrated with photographs and 


prints. $5.00 


Herriot, Edouard THE WELLSPRINGS OF LIBERTY Funk & Wagnalls 


Brief summary of the contributions of the French Revolution by a statesman 
and man of letters, three times Prime Minister. He outlines the contributions made 
by England and America to the cause of liberty; he shows how revolution brought free-. 
dom of the press, religion, race, law, land reform, military and educational improve- 
ments. Capably done, but can't see much interest in it over here. $2. 50 


Jordan, Emil L., Ed. THE AMERICAN NATIONAL CALENDAR 1940 Norton 


With the chances decreased for adequate supplies of European calendars, 
bookshops should know about this calendar issued by an American publisher for book- 
shops. Every week is illustrated by a fine photograph incorporating some aspect of 


American life, - our woods and sea coasts, our mountains and cities, our bridges, 
churches, and all sorts of characteristic and picturesque bits drawn from American 
life the country over. $1.50 
Spring, Howard HEAVEN LIES ABOUT US Viking 


This is called "A fragment of infancy". It is the story of a boyhood, spent 
in poverty and showing how lack of opportunity sometimes forces situations which bear 
rich fruits. Spring's father died when he was very young; at twelve he was taken 
from school and then and there began a series of footless jobs, in and out, anything 
to bring a few dollars to the pence till. Deprivations seemed to do little to his 
spirit. He suddenly discovered the magic of the printed page; the fact that school- 
ing could go on without entering a university. He got into newspaper work. And with 
the selection of his first coat for himself, he emerged into maturity. One recognizes 
some of the elements that went into making the early part of My Son, Mv Son so authen- 
tic a picture of mean streets of a big city. $2.50 
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Novemver 8 


Loewenstein, Karl HITLER'S GERMANY: The Naz1 3ackground to War Macmillan 


Interesting to read with Sternberg's From Naz1t Sources (Alliance: see page 
465). The two supplement each other; where one analyzes the resources of Germany, 
internal and external, the other studies Germany's structure. The Loewenstein book 
is not conducive to optimism. He sees the German state as a perfected instrument 
which can resist everything but defeat, an instrument prepared for inevitable war, 
with almost every loophole stopped, and a machinery of government which strangles in 
advance any possibility of independent thought or action, ~ an inverted pyramid of 
which Hitler is the apex. The Catholic Church is the one stronger power; but revolt 
from the church —- Protestant or Catholic - is slow to move and difficult to use. De-:. 
feat of the Western Powers - or a stalemate - would be entrenchment of dictatorship; 
defeat of Germany on her own ground would be the only solution. $1.25 


2 November 9 


Thompson, Harold W. BODY, BOOTS AND BRITCHES Lippincott 


An expression meaning "the whole thing" - in 'York State speech. A compend- 
ium of verse and prose, of legendary figures, tall tales, tricks, place names, prov- 
erbs, There are unhackneyed yarns of pirates, Indian fighters, outlaws, bandits, 
ghosts, whalers, sailors, canallers, lumbermen, mountaineers, soldiers, lovers, mur- 
derers... Supplements the Carmer data, with a little closer feeling to the primitive. 
Background material from the founding of Albany to the beginnings of Buffalo and other 
frontier communities in the 19th century. There are old ballads and songs, there are 
anecdotes of entertaining exploits, there's a lusty picture of a period. $3. 50 


November 11 


Geoffrey, William THE COMPLEAT LOVER Harrison-Hilton 


This is quite different from the orthodox anthology of love poems. It is 
distinctly scholarly, esoteric (rather than erotic), satirical, humorous, seldom 
purely sentimental. Mast of the material is drawn from the classics, from literature 
of England, France, Spain, Italy, with little that is American. The mood dictates 
the choice, rather than the period, and it comes as a distinct surprise to find a 
selection from Dorothy Parker, though it is "in the mood". Straight erotica is in 
the minority, though the aphrodisiacs have their place, and there are some substan- 
tial quotations from classic sources. It is the sort of book that anyane seeking an 
unhackneyed quotation, a passage that might be considered somewhat precteuse, a pithy 
epigram — will find to his need and taste. Not for the romantic lover who finds him- 
self tongue-tied, and who wants to capture moonlight and honeysuckle. A book that 
should have a lasting place in college and public libraries. Boxed — $2.75 


November 14 


Grimm, Francis W. A PRIMER TO BOOKBINDING Houghton, Mifflin 

Straight how-to-do book, for crafts classes, schools, etc. $2.00 
Robertson, Archie THE GOVERNMENT AT YOUR SERVICE Houghton, Mifflin 
* A library MUST, for under one cover are indicated all possible sources of 


aids for citizens, supplied by the U. S. Government, A guide to the maze of govern- 
mental services, general and specific, to bureaus, to departments. Where to go for 
what, information about civil service and other government, jobs; about homemaking and 
children; housing; health; workers' security; the employed and the unemployed; col- 
lective bargaining; social security; old age; business conservation; recreation; farm- 
ing; communications; post office; radio; weather; Interstate Commerce Commission; 
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roads; maritime information; aviation; youth and education; apprentice training; arts 
and sciences; radio forum; libraries; W.P.A.; veterans; the handicapped; Indians; 
national defense; money and disbursements; justice; citizenship; available literature; 
where to write about your peculiar program; how to avail yourself to the utmost of 


governmental help. $2.75 
A SMALL GROUP OF OUTDOOR BOOKS. ADD TO GARDEN AND SPORTING LISTS 
Brindze, Ruth SEAMANSHIP BELOW DECK Harcourt, Brace 


The perfect gift for your friends who have a boat. A how-to-live-on-a—boat 
handbook, covering such a wide variety of subjects as:- layout, lighting, air, heat, 
plumbing, insects, first aid, seasickness, clothes, radio, mascots, food, drink, 


beds, 

routine work, and making of equipment lists. Excellent. Illustrated. $2.50 
November 6 

Noyes, Alfred ORCHARD'S BAY Sheed & Ward 


Mr. Noyes' garden is on the Isle of Wight, and this is a book of random 
philosophizing, of descriptive prose and verse, of reflections on the garden and 
other things, of anecdotes connected closely - and remotely - with the garden. Meta- 
physical at times, poetic often, religious occasionally. He writes of the island, of 


painters and writers. He includes a number of poems, keyed to the subject. Limited. 
$2.50 


November 13 


Hanson, Maurice PIERPONT: The Foxhound Scribner 


The drawings by D. T. Carlisle of Belvedere Hounds! fame, will endear this 
book to the sportsman, who likes his "comic strip" to have a touch of the good old 
sporting quality. Captions and pictures, satiric humanization of the hound who was 
socially eligible, and became entirely too aware of the underdog for his class. $1.50 


November 27 


Lamb, Frank Hk. BOOK OF THE BROADLEAF TREES Norton 


Comprehensive survey of over 400 types of broadleaf trees, not only taken 
individually, but in relation to their natural settings, the belts where they are 
found, their place in civilization, their value to man, to animals, their migration 


and biology. A masterly handling of the subject from a broad as well as individual 


viewpoint. $3.75 


Abbott, Daisy T. THE INDOOR GARDENER Univ. of Minn. Press 


60 kinds of bulbs, flowering plants and foliage plants and their use in all 
conceivable kinds of indoor gardens. The most comprehensive, concise, clear book on 
the subject I have seen, with every problem that occurs to one skilfully handled. One 
feels that there is no excuse for failure, no matter where you live, with this hand+ 


book. ?? 
December 1 


MeKenny, Margaret BIRDS IN THE GARDEN Reynal & Hitchcock 


A unique book, with appeal both to gardeners and bird lovers. A discussion 
of the value of birds to a garden, and of how to attract them. Of feeding and housing 
devices, of shelters and foods and water, of the care of stray birds; of watching bird 
migrations. Whether you live in city, town or country, this book has something to 
offer, and lists of plants are included. Alphabetical descriptive chart of birds. 


Illustrated in full color and in half tone by Dr. Thomas S. Roberts. Ideal gift book. 
$5.00 
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PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Alliance 
Sternberg, F. — FROM NAZI SOURCES ~- from 10/30 to 11/6 : 465 
Farrar & Rinehart 
Hanson, Haldore ~ HUMANE ENDEAVOUR - from 11/3 to 11/13 469 
Harper 
Leeming, J. — THE BOOK OF AMERICAN FIGHTING SRIPS--jndefinitely postponed. 413 
Leighton, G. - Title from FIVE CITIES to AMERICA'S GROWING PAINS 100 
Thurber, James - FABLES OF OUR TIME —- postponed indefinitely 472 
White, R. -— Title from CARIBBEAN ADVENTURE to IN PRIVATEER'S BAY 368 


Houghton, Mifflin 
Ballou, Jenny — Title from AMERICAN SUCCESS STORY to PERIOD PIECE. Post- 


poned from 11/14 to 1940. 471 

Knopf 

Morrow, E. -— A PINT OF JUDGMENT - from 12/1 to 11/10 442 

Romains, J. — VERDUN - from 10/16 to 12/1 389 
Lippincott 

Hurston, Zora Neale -—- MOSES: MAN OF THE MOUNTAIN - from 11/2 to 11/9 450 

Johnson, Mrs. Martin — OSA JOHNSON'S JUNGLE FRIENDS (J) from 10/19 to 11/2 412 

Wright, R. — GRANDFATHER WAS QUEER ~ from 10/26 to 11/2 401 
Oxford 


Deutsch, B. — ONE PART LOVE - definite date 11/15. Price from $2.00 to 1.75 453 
Random House 


Bowen, Catherine D. -— FREE ARTIST - from 11/8 to 11/14 404 
Krutch, Joseph Wood - THE AMERICAN DRAMA SINCE 1918- from 11/8 to 11/10 369 
@ Rolfe, Edwin - THE LINCOLN BATTALION - from 11/7 to 11/17 451 
Scribner * 
Cleaves, F. — OLD TIPPECANOE ~ Definite date 11/13. Correct price $3.75 © 449 
Dorrance, W. — WHERE THE RIVERS MEET - Correct price $2.75 451 
Freeman, D. S. -— THE SOUTH TO POSTERITY - from 11/6 to 11/13. Price from 
$2.00 to $2.50 470 
Kirkpatrick, H. - UNDER THE BRITISH UMBRELLA. Definite date 11/20. Price 
from $3.00 to $2.75 465 
Wellman, Rita - VICTORIA ROYAL —- Definite date 11/13. Correct price $3.50 449 
Viking 


Buff, M. & C. - KOBI (J) -— from late October to 11/10 411 
Daughtery, J. -— DANIEL BOONE (J) -— from 10/27 to 11/10 . 413 
Hall, A. G. — NANSEN (J) - from late October to 1/7/40 414 


THE NEW YORK OFFICE CALENDAR - NOVEMBER 15th to DECEMBER lst 


November 15 -—- Gardner, Erle S. - THE D. A. DRAWS A CIRCLE (Morrow) 443 
—- Krivitsky, W.G, - IN STALIN'S SECRET SERVICE (Harper) 490 
November 16 - de la Mora, Constancia - IN PLACE OF SPLENDOR (Harcourt, Brace) . 490 
-~ Yutang, Lin -— MOMENT IN PEKING (John Day) 438 
November 17 — Lerner, Max -— IDEAS ARE WEAPONS (Viking) 405 
~ Pribichevich, Stoyan - WORLD WITHOUT END (Reynal & Hitchcock) 491 
- Strunsky, S. - THE LIVING TRADITION (Doubleday, Doran) 369 
~ Tarkington, Booth — SOME OLD PORTRAITS (Doubleday, Doran) 396 
November 20 ~ Edman, Irwin -— A CANDLE IN THE DARK (Viking) 489 
- Kirkpatrick, H. -— UNDER THE BRITISH UMBRELLA (Scribner) 465 


_ November & Sandoz, Mari - CAPITAL CITY (Little, Brown) 438 
November 27 — Hendrick, Burton J. -— STATESMEN OF THE LOST CAUSE (Little, Brown) 452 


PLEASE ADD THIS TITLE TO YOU NOVEMBER 1ST TO 15 CALENDAR 






November 3 - White, T. H. — THE WITCH IN THE WOOD (Putnam) 486 
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SUPPLEMENT ON RELIGIOUS BOOKS 
Edited by Gene Simmonds 


Allen, Cady H. THE MESSAGE OF THE BOOK OF REVELATION Cokesbury 


It would be well to send copies of this book to every country in the wake 
of Hitler's and Stalin's hordes, for in capturing the faith, assurance and hope of 
the apocalypse in terms the layman can understand Dr. Allen has exactly what their 
struggling Christians will need. Written under much the same conditions he suggests 
that we enjoy its encouragement rather than ponder its mysteries. He manages there- 
by to give the book a purpose and by unfolding the general plan to clarify not only 
the book of Revelation but many of our own perplexing problems. $1. 50 


Barth, Karl THE CHURCH AND THE POLITICAL PROBLEM OF OUR DAY Scribner 


This book comes as something of a shock from the great theologian, Karl 
Barth. Somehow we'd expect him to lead a great pacifist movement but no — he calls 
us to a Holy War, a war against National Socialism which he is convinced is opposing 
Christ. It is a call to arms against National Socialism in particular and in general 
a call to the Church to support those who take up arms against the Anti-Christ. 
Barthian theology has become a school. His followers and all thinking people will 
do well to study this little book for the author knows National Socialism, he knows 
itsleaders, its policies, and he knows the people who have had to exist under Hitler's 
regime. As this book was originally published in Switzerland in German, we hope it 
reached the German Church ahead of the Nazi censers. $1.00 


Baxter, Edna M. HOW OUR RELIGION BEGAN Harper 


Mrs. Baxter believes that by far the most thrilling approach to the Bible 
is to be found through tracing the development of religious ideas. She believes it 
clarifies obscurities, gives primitive concepts perspective and charts for us the 
depths and heights of the Hebrews. Primarily written for the teen age, 11 to 16, we 
feel it may well be sold to adults who want the story of their religion in simple, 
direct terms. There is nothing juvenile or condescending in the text. We liked 
the sound logic used in answering difficult questions, the way the reader is spurred 
on to further investigation and study, e.g., flood control, treatment of foreigners, 
etc. Each chapter is followed by an interesting questionnaire and for those using the 
book for class work there is a special teacher's copy containing suggestions for 
teaching the material and a bibliography. Illustrated with nice line drawings and 
a rather too sketchy map for endpapers. We'd like a map wherever necessary giving 
detail, e.g., the two kingdoms, the early world, Jesus' day, etc. $2. 50 
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Berdyaev, Nicolas SPIRIT AND REALITY Scribner 


In terms which everyone can understand Professor Berdyaev puts forth his 
appraisal of our spiritual development, the present dilemma and our hope of salvation, 
a spiritual rebirth, a divine simplicity. Its achievement, however, says Dr. Berdy- 
aev "implies not the annihilation of the complex world but, its illumination and trans- 
figuration, its integration in a higher unity." This is the belief of the man whose 
brilliance and originality have fascinated the great philosophers, theologians and 
thinkers for the past decade. Explain to your customers that this offers a practical 
and concrete solution — not theories. $3.00 


Bradley, Preston LIFE AND YOU | Harper 


A hearty book that uses virile language, calls a spade a spade and frankly 
doubts the consolation value of such elegant sounding phrases such as "God is the 
sun, total of our highest loyalties" or "The spirit of integrating concreteness", 

He is concerned with a God who cares and can help us to live. $1. 50 


Brunner, Emil MAN IN REVOLT Seribner 


"What is Man?" Dr. Brunner's opening question brings to mind the Bible ques- 
tion which goes a step further and writes the two parts of Dr. Brunner's idea "What 
is man that thou are mindful of him?" For Dr. Brunner says his fundamental idea is 
to show that even man afar off is still bound to God. For over fifteen years he has 
been working along these lines. From Hierkegaard, St. Augustine and Luther he has 
gleaned bits to piece into the pattern he was forming until he emerges with this mag- 
nificent anthropology, thoroughly Christian yet thoroughly scientific. $6.00 


Caraman, Elizabeth DAUGHTER OF THE EUPHRATES Harper 


The story of an Armenian child who miraculously managed to save herself and 
her sister from the massacres of 1914. A story of such simplicity and sincerity that 
one cannot doubt the author's truthfulness although the stark horror and bestiality 
of the Turkish soldiers seems unbelievable. It is a book that grips the reader al- 
ternately reducing him to cold shivers and tears, then raising him to the heights of 


the faith by which these glorious Christians lived and for which they unflinchingly 
died. $2.00 


Chalmers, Allan K. AS HE PASSED BY Abingdon 


Sketches of the men who were challenged by Jesus but couldn't make the grade 
of following. In the group we see the men of our day, the fearful, the cautious, the 
materialistic, all those who would gladly join His little band but--. Not a vitally 
important book or a particularly original treatment. Since the author is the minister. 
of the Broadway Tabernacle (Congregational), Protestaut groups will be interested 
and preachers needing help can use these sermon ideas. $1.50 


Chappell, Clovis G. VALUES THAT LAST Cokesbury 


A group of sermons or chapel talks of the usual Chappell high order. Scrip- 
tural yet modern in illustration and application the logic and soundness of Dr. Chap-— 
pell's reasoning and arguments will appeal to students who want to know "why". $1.50 
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Cohon, Beryl D. THE PROPHETS Scribner 
The author feels that at a time like this there is much to be learned from 
the prophets of Israel. It is amazing how strikingly similar the situations, which 
these men were compelled to combat, are to the political strife and moral evil of our 
day. Interesting and inspiring, excellent material for study classes. $2.00 


Day, Albert Edward THE EVANGEL OF A NEW WORLD Cokesbury 


A plea to try now to accept the renewing power of the gospel of Jesus that 
the kingdom of God may come. In this and this alone he finds the answer to our pres- 
ent gloom and depression. One of the well known preachers of the Methodist Church, 
Dr. Day gives a great deal of his time to work with youth and students. This book 
was given as the Sam P. Jones Lectures at Emory University, Atlanta, Georgia. $1.50 


Day, Dorothy HOUSE OF HOSPITALITY Sheed & Ward 


The biography of a thought - born in the brain of a Frenchman and the 
heart of the author as she covered a press assignment of the hunger march on Washing- 
ton in 1932. A convert to Catholicism, she could not join forces with the Communists 
but readily fell for Peter Maurius' ideas to start a labor paper, hold round table 
discussions, open Houses of Hospitality, similar to the Hospices of Europe and fin- 
ally to start farming communes. The book is a sketchy diary of Dorothy Day's work 


as editor and supervisor of this steadily growing movement to aid the Catholic Worker. 
$2.50 


Dunne, J. W. THE NEW IMMORTALITY Harper 


It will seem to the average reader easier to accept the fact of Immortality 
than try to understand Mr. Dunne by following his explanations. He takes us through 
practically every known field of science, music, mathematics, physics and philosophy. 
Briefly he makes two statements:- (1) that by mistaking the Avbrid for real time we 
come inevitably to the conclusion everything is transient; (2) whereas in real time 
everything that has established its existence exists forever. This is not a relig- 
ious book (although some clergymen will find its arguments extremely helpful in com- 
bating Scientists). $2.00 


Eastman, Fred MEN OF POWER (Vol. IV) Cokesbury 


Volume IV of the interesting sixty minute biographies in the series of five 
Dr. Eastman has been publishing the last few years. This volume examines the lives 
of Lincoln, Tolstoy, Burroughs and Graham Taylor, seeks the source of their power, 
the secret of their greatness and presents them as inspiring examples. $1.50 


Sister Mary Louise, Editor OVER THE BENT WORLD Sheed & Ward 


A modern Catholic anthology which is amazingly complete, in fact it holds 
as many innovations and surprises as a new and super dime store, so don't be misled 
by thinking Sister Mary Louise has gathered the pious and sentimental. She has shown 
how very modern and how truly Catholic the religteuse can be and how broad (in scope) 
Roman Catholic literature is - poetry, satire, essays, criticism, biography. To 
Catholic and Protestant alike this volume will bear witness to the very evident fact 
of a Catholic Renaissance of literature. A good book for the moment when you have 
that indefinite feeling "I want something serious and worthwhile to read." Whatever 
your taste, whatever your mood you'll always find "something to read" in this volume. 

$4.50 
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de Estella, Diego MEDITATIONS ON THE LOVE OF GOD Sheed & Ward 


A nephew of St. Francis Xavier and contemporary of St. John of the Cross, 
Fray Diego reflects with deep spiritual understanding on the mysteries of the love 
of God. In these meditations many perplexing theological problems are clarified and 
much scripture explained. A tiny book on a tremendous subject but perfect as a small 
gift for daily meditations. . $1.25 















Farren, Robert 






TIME'S WALL ASUNDER Sheed & Ward 


We can understand Stable-Straw and a few others but for the rest Mr. Farren 
might as well be writing in his native Gaelic. His poems follow no set pattern and 
his poetic license is so great at times one looks to be sure it's Farren not Stein. 
Perhaps for the modern poetry cultists but never for the faithful matter-of-facts. 
$1.50 









Gilson, Etienne CHRISTIANITY AND PHILOSOPHY Sheed & Ward 





For years, strangely enough, scholars have pursued Greek philosophy and 
argued over our modern school while the mediaeval sages seem to evade their notice. 
Now Professor Gilson opens up the subject and relates it intimately to Protestant 

and Catholic thought. A book for students which they will eagerly welcome, for it 
answers many of the problems which have long baffled them. $2.00 

















Glover, Carl A. WITH THE TWELVE Cokesbury 





* The name of Glover has long been associated with the best writings on the 
life of our Lord. 7.:R. Glover has been a sort of guarantee. This isn’t T. R. Tell 
your customers that, but tell them, too, he is worthy of the name. As a text book 
or as inspirational reading With the Twelve is an inspiring experience. Part I goes 
through the gospels with photographic clarity dealing with the training and growth 

of the disciples as a group. Part II gives the individuals before and after, as it 
were — vignettes painted with true artistry. It is scholarly, imaginative and inter- 
esting but we like it most for its compelling simplicity. $2.00 

















Hamlett, Earl G. FAITH IN THE MYSTERIES Cokesbury 


A small book with more than its share of big thoughts. While it will be 
good for those who want ideas for short talks or sermonettes we'd suggest its use as 
a devotional book. Its thirty-four chapters would provide a month's profitable per- 


usal and meditation. $1.00 
Hunt, Marigold A LIFE OF OUR LORD FOR CHILDREN Sheed & Ward 
(J) A very simply told story of our Lord's life with a bit of background thrown 


in. Were it not for the "for children" attached to the title it would be hard to set 
an age limit. With it, however, we'd say from 8 to 14 - younger if read to them, 
Older if they aren't "too grown up "s Children of any denomination may use this for 
@ although it bears the imprimatur for Roman Catholics there is no teaching that would 
confuse any Protestant child. Illustrated in black and white by Wm. G. Schuelle and 
with maps by the author. $1.25 
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James, Fleming PERSONALITIES OF THE OLD TESTAMENT Scribner 


The old testament story told through the lives and struggles of the char- 
acters. A tremendous work, scholarly and detailed, that will be invaluable to stud- 
ents or clergy. A bit too much for just the casually interested who want to read 
along with ease. It is a heavy book to hold and heavy in content as well. It is a 
complete reference library on the personalities through whom God has revealed Himself 
to us. Not sketchy flashes but faithful studies from every possible angle. The read- 
er to get the full value of this work must approach it with unlimited time and 
patience and lose himself in the life of each character, experience his hopes, fears, 
sorrows and joys, understand the political and religious parties and try to accept 
the truths as God speaks and reveals His plan through these men and women, $3.00 


Jones, Rufus M. THE FLOWERING OF MYSTICISM Macmillan 


The well known Quaker reveals his decision, while 2 senior at Haverford 
(1885) to acquaint the world with that little known and misunderstood group, the 
Friends of God which functioned during the fourteenth century. After a lifetime of 
study Dr. Jones presents us with a delightful account of the movement and its leaders, 
men like Eckhart, Tanler, Suso, Henry of Nordlingen and the nuns, Elsbet Stagel, 
Christina Ebner, Margaretha Ebner, Adelheid Langmann, etc. Unlike most books on this 
subject it is simply written and thereby achieves greater effectiveness. $2.50 


Macartney, Clarence E. MORE SERMONS FROM LIFE Cokesbury 


These sermons strike a more modern note than Dr. Macartney's usually do but 
they miss something by it. As a rule they'd limit the sale to the fundamentalist 
school but would have more power and drive. The people and situations he describes 


are real but the help he proffers lacks his old evangelistic punch. Very disappoint- 
ing. $1.50 


McCall, Oswald W. S. THE HAND OF GOD Harper 


A book so novel that many will not like it. For them it will smack of the 
tricky, the theatrical, an overdrawn attempt at modernizing the gospel. The phrase- 
ology is reminiscent of Gertrude Stein and of some modern poets. For others it will 
speak a language they understand in terms they use; it will have life, energy. Some 
reviewer is bound to say "refreshingly different!" We're wondering if it isn't too 
different for those who'd buy a book of meditations. However, we must confess to a 
bittersweet reaction - some of it we liked a lot. Watch it! $1.75 


Mersch, E,. LOVE, MARRIAGE AND CHASTITY Sheed & Ward 


In the French this was written primarily for theologians. Although it has 
been enlarged and changed a bit in this English translation it is still for special- 
ist interested in the Roman Catholic philosophy of sex. $1.50 


Morse, Alfred A QUIVER OF SUNBEAMS Cokesbury 


To scan this book one would think it a collection of sermonettes for chil- 
dren, it is so simple, direct and inspiring. To read it carefully is an experience 
in the vital message of Christianity. Layman and priest alike will find it full of 
old truths presented in a fresh and convincing manner. $1.50 
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Muller-—Thym, B. J. ON THE UNIVERSITY OF BEING Sheed & Ward 
In Metster Eckhart of Hothheim 


Aside from its overbearing title this is a nearly perfect approach to a 
problem that has long intrigued and stumped the greatest scholars of mediaeval phil- 
osophy. We are told that a more comprehensive work is to follow ere long. Eckhart's 
Theory of Being is treated so successfully that Gilson, the greatest of all the ex~ 
perts, says he feels it brings him "quite close to the final answer." With such a 
title Heaven alone knows what some of your clerks may think they are being asked for. 
You'd better warn them. This is the book for students or for those who want to go 
into further study of the fourteenth century mystics after reading the Jones' book. 

$2.50 


Murry, J. Middleton THE PRICE OF LEADERSHIP Harper 


Not only the price of leadership but the price of our very life and that 
of democracy depends on whether or not we're willing to pay the price Christianity 
demands, not for nominal lip-service but for a Christian society. Such is the gist 
of Mr. Murry's theory. Whatever he writes has a sparkling clarity, a refreshing 
novelty. Even writing on this almost hackneyed subject he brings these same desir- 
able qualities to bear with such success the reader waxes enthusiastic. Remember 
he was Katherine Mansfield'’s husband and the author of her biography and of Jesus: 
Man of Gentus. $2.00 


Nash, A. S., Editor EDUCATION FOR CHRISTIAN MARRIAGE Macmillan 


A symposium of information on a subject which has been grossly neglected 
if we can judge by the failure of so many marriages today. In order to get all pos- 
sible information from experts they went to doctors, psychiatrists, psychologists, 
clergy of the Church of England, the Protestant and non-conformist congregations, 
social workers and home-makers. It is an admirable piece of work carried out with 
characteristic British thoroughness and soundness. Should be an invaluable aid to 
clergy, teachers, social workers or parents. Call their attention to it now, A 
must for the staple stock shelf along with books like Jdeal Marriage, etc. in book- 
shops and libraries as well as the religious department, $2. 50 


Newton, Joseph Fort THE STAFF OF LIFE Harper 


More words of wisdom from a great Philadelphia preacher who has come through 
years of close touch with people in every walk of life to know the stuff of which 
it's made -— and the answers to its problems. The reader who starts his day by read- 
ing one of these short chapters will find life a happier experience and immortality 
a surer victory. $2.00 


Nicholas, Wayne A. LADDERS TO THE SUN Cokesbury 


Stories with morals. A few are religious but most of them contain too 
much "pulling up by one's own bootstraps" to be used in church or church schools 
as sermons. They tell the child to paint sunsets, love his neighbor, choose the 
mold for his life but they don't answer the questions - How? Where do I get the 
power? $1.50 
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OUR LITTLE CHILD FACES LIFE Cokesbury 


Odell, Mary Clemens 








The story of Dickey's first four years and his parents' attempt to keep up 
to him physically, mentally and spiritually. Step by step as he has asked or pointed 
out some new problem they have tried to answer and enlighten him, to train his mind 
and body but above all to keep him close to God. They seem to have done a good job 


on Dickey. This is a wise little book. $ .50 
Parsons, Wilfred (S.c.) WHICH WAY, DEMOCRACY Macmillan 

From George Washington came the idea that with religion a nation can survive 
morally. Principles and time have not changed in that respect although the world has 


tried hard, it seems, to prove him wrong. Father Parsons, a Jesuit with the years of 
study necessary for that order is Dean of the Graduate School at Georgetown Univer- 
sity. There in the nation's capital he has splendid opportunity to observe the 
Government, to meet foreign diplomats and to work out the plan for a Christian solu- 


tion to our national problen. $2.00 


Rhoades, Winifred MEET THE CHALLENGE OF LIVING Lippincott 


A plea for growth, for a divine dissatisfaction with our lives, for the 
desire to grow and to discover the true value of life in a willingness to live ex- 
pensively in the spiritual sense. Psychology and religion are the answers. $2.00 


Robinson, H. Wheeler SUFFERING: HUMAN AND DIVINE Macmillan 


A timely book with a satisfying message for a troubled world. Dr, Robinson 
has not only presented all the arguments for suffering and how to regard it but he 
has gone far beyond the hypothetical to offer practical help to those in sorrow and 
trouble. Here is a book you may confidently recommend. If you happen to find a 


customer who doesn't need it for himself he'll certainly want a copy for a friend. 
$2.00 


Sargent, Daniel OUR LAND AND OUR LADY Longmans, Green 


Rather fascinating and most enlightening. The story of the Catholic Pil- 
grims, of the men who first came to Florida, to Virginia and Baltimore, of the Jes- 
uits and.of bravery, suffering and death endured to bring the Roman faith and to 
establish the Church on our soil. A valuable bit of church history no Catholic can 


afford to miss, written in the author's usual delightful style. $2.50 
Sherrill, Lewis Joseph THE OPENING DOORS OF CHILDHOOD Macmillan 
* An excellent book for parents who wish to educate their children spirit- 


ually as well as mentally and physically. Dr. Sherrill is a sane and sound teacher. 
He knows how easy it is to say "God doesn't want you to do it" or "God says you must" 
and create the wrong impression of God. Here with psychology, faith and experience 
he handles the questions every parent or those responsible for children must face if 
they are conscientious Christians. $1.75 
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Slater, R. H. L. GOD OF THE LIVING OR HUMAN DESTINY Scribner 


There is perhaps no man today who could have handled this difficult prob- 
lem better than Dr. Slater whose brilliant scholarship coupled with a deep humility 
has increased with years of teaching at Cambridge (England) and in Rangoon. Contact 
with students in the East and West has taught him their problems and in time the 
answers have come, too. This book deals with three vital convictions:- (a) That God 
has a plan for every individual (b) That there is a crying need for synthesis and 
(c) That there is for everyone the possibility of a reasonable faith now and for 
eternity. To accomplish all this with simplicity, clarity and intelligent persuasive- 
ness demands a deep personal experience on the author's part. Dr. Slater honestly 
admits his doubts and writes whereof he knows. $2.50 


Slattery, Margaret ONE IN SEVEN Harper 


A book of stories, verses, poems, thoughts, a section for one day in each 
of the fifty-two weeks. Meditations to carry through the week, social injustice, 
prayer, war, fear, pain and faith all are painted in short dramatic scenes that pene- 


trate and linger to haunt the reader. $1.25 
Smith & Goddspeed THE COMPLETE BIBLE University of Chicaso 
. A magnificent modern monument to the word of God and proof that God is 


still speaking through the pens of men. An American translation with the Apocrypha, 
complete in one volume is a feat of which we may be justly proud. The English is 
pure, modern and, if we put sentiment aside, as lovely as the King James to which 
we've grown accustomed. In no other department of a store would we sell things 
garbed in the styles of 1611. Why, therefore, should anything as timeless as the 
word of God be locked up in aphraseology three centuries past. I say this because 
I've found more prejudice against modern versions on the part of clerks and buyers 
in religious book departments than in the customers who want to buy the best for 
their children or themselves. So in all fairness we should explain the virtues of 
this new translation, the scholarship and spirituality behind it, the many archeo- 
logical discoveries that have enabled difficult passages to be translated such as 
keys to the Greek and Hebrew tablets, etc. Above all, tell them it is written in 
the language they speak and understand. $3.00 


Sockman, Ralph LIVE FOR TOMORROW Macmillan 


A small but vital book dedicated to the radio audience which follows Dr. 
Sockman with such interest. Dr. Sockman feels, and rightly so, that personal prob- 
lems are an integral part of all world problems. That in the midst of wars and 


social disturbances man is intensely concerned with his own soul. $1.50 
Swarthout, Paul Franklin TENT PEGS Abingdon 
(J) This is an exceptionally good collection of stories for children. While 


they have excellent morals they boast an equally superior humor - a quality too 
seldom found in such books. The children are real people - gay, vital, living nor- 
mal lives - something that the child reader will appreciate. . $1.00 
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Walsh, Thomas THE WORLD'S GREAT CATHOLIC POETRY Macmillan 


A revised edition of Father Walsh's well known Catholic anthology at a pop- 
ular price - excellent for reference use as well as for the home use of the poetry 
lovers. Covers twenty centuries with brief biographies of the poets - also a non- 
Catholic section. Priests will be glad to know about this edition, especially about 
the price. It will make a nice plus sale with the Sheed & Ward Modern Anthology as 
you can easily say "Oh, by the way, there's a new edition of the Walsh anthology, too.” 


$1.69 
Ward, Leo Richard GOD IN AN IRISH KITCHEN Sheed & Ward 
* We wished for illustrations before we read the book. Afterwards we found 


it did not need them. It is like a stage with constantly changing scenes and actors, 
a play in which the reader becomes completely absorbed, lost, fascinated. At the end 
he rubs his eyes, the lights go on, he is home, but only after a struggle to bring 
himself to. Written by a member of the Holy Cross’ who had access to the homes and 
lives of the west of Ireland country folk. He has a rare gift of expression and has 
caught all the flavor and charm of the Irish. The religious will enjoy it but 60 
will plenty of others. $2. 50 


Watkins, E. I. THE CATHOLIC CENTRE Sheed & Ward 


A very logical and persuasive statement of the centrality of the Catholic 
position, of the even keel pursued by the Roman Church amidst all the excesses and 
extremes of the various denominations, sects and isms which have appeared on the re- 
ligious horizon with each new day and age. While distinctly pro-Rome the outstand- 


ing contributions of other groups are weighed and appraised with the question:- "Is 
this an idea we have had and used, or have we missed something?" — for instance, the 
theory of divine guidance practised by the Quakers and the Oxford Groups. $3.00 
Wright, Louis C. TRAILS FOR CLIMBING YOUTH Abingdon 


Much good meat for the thoughtful reader though the book on the whole is 
too sober, too serious for the average modern youth. It lacks the sparkle and fire 
in most instances. The sermon on Paul and the Rich Young Ruler is excellent but one- 
sided. Most of the readers will be in the latter's position. They will have to be 
shown why the R. Y. R. couldn't follow Jesus and then to ask themselves what they 
would have to give to join His band today. Older church members will appreciate it 
most. $1.00 


zundel, Maurice THE SPLENDOR OF THE LITURGY Sheed & Ward 
Step by step through the mass, with such simplicity and such deftness that 


the feeling of mystery and sacrament are preserved in spite of the meticulously de- 
tailed explanations and interpretations. A real accomplishment. $3.00 
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FALL JUVENILE SUPPLEMENT: No. 8 
| FOR THE PICTURE BOOK AGE 


Holiday House FIRST CLOTH BOOK Holiday House 
* It's a nice one — good size (74 x 74), fabric with texture enough to give 
some body, and without the glossy finish that seems to tempt babies to chew. Good 
clear colors. Recognizable everyday objects, - chairs, tables, windows, doors, brooms, 
etc. etc. Approximates one of the popular German rag books. Illustrated by Leonard 
Weisgard. $1.00 
Holiday House SECOND CLOTH BOOK Holiday House 
* Familiar wild animals, which are recognizable soon after domestic animals 


on equally popular with tiny tots. Good pictures by Glen Rounds, with somewhat less 
simplicity and clarity than the First Cloth Book, but more interest. Cellophane en- 
velopes and both will keep them fresh while on display. $1.00 


GRADUATING TO PICTURE STORY BOOKS 


@ Burton, Virginia Lee MIKE MULLIGAN AND HIS STEAM SHOVEL Houghton, Mifflin 


. This is a sure favorite with the small child whose interest is concentrated 
on mechanical objects (and there are many such). Mike's shovel, almost human in his 
eyes, is outdated, so he takes her to a small town, and contracts to dig a cellar in 

a day. He does it, but shuts himself and his shovel, into the cellar. How this is 
solved to the delight of everyone makes an amusing wind-up. Good pictures. (Nov. )$1.50 


Gill, Richard C. KALU THE LLAMA Holt 


Nils Hogner's pictures and Richard Gill's text tell the story of the llama 
that wanted to be a horse, and of what happened when he broke bounds and went to the 
horse corral. The setting is Ecuador. The story is a little ahead of the age group 
for which the book seems intended, so it may belong under READ ALOUD books. $1.00 


BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 


Beston, Henry FIVE BEARS AND MIRANDA Macmillan 


Content and vocabulary too difficult for first reading, and yet age appeal 
is for six and seven year olds (or even younger). Hence the listing as a book to 
read aloud, for the children will enjoy the story of the shipwrecked bears and their 
friend the mermaid. Illustrated by Frank Dobias. $2. 00 


Govan, Christine Noble STRING AND THE "NO-TAIL" CAT Houghton, Mifflin 


| The dialect difficulty is a hurdle which reading aloud can take, in a story 
@ in popular pattern — a small colored boy finds a Siamese cat, gets the reward and the 
| whole family has fun spending the money - or part of it. Illustrations in fine line 

| and color by Susanne Suba are charming but a bit sophisticated. (Nov.) $1.50 
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REPRINTS - CLASSICS - INEXPENSIVE JUVENILES 


Cooke, Donald E. Retold by THE FIREBIRD Winston 


The legend in Russian folk lore on which Stravinsky based the theme of The 
Firebird Suite, Well told, in characteristic heroic form which does not make easy 


reading. Beautiful illustrations in color and line - tapestry-—like pattern. $2.00 

Collodi, C. PINOCCHIO Grosset & Dunlap 
Full text, with pictures in color and line by Helene Carter. $1.00 

Collodi, C. Retold bv Walt Disney PINOCCHIO Random House 


Disney takes liberties with the text,but this isthe book version that will 
be demanded in connection with the picture, which is to be released shortly. The pic- 
tures are enchanting, though orthodox Disney rather than orthodox Collodi. Full color. 


$1.00 
Dickens, Charles A CHRISTMAS CAROL Grosset & Dunlap 
* The perennially favorite gift book, in a very effective edition, with full 


page illustrations in full color, by William Mark Young, and decorative black and 
white chapter headings. Picture book size. Complete text. Excellent merchandise. &.89 


"Marge" LITTLE LULU McKay 


This is begging the question - including this under "Reprints". For, frank- 
ly, I don't think the material is juvenile at all, though the publishers say that the 
inclusions are selected for their juvenile appeal. A great many adults, devotees of 
Lulu in the Saturday Evening Post, will get a kick out of having these "comics" in 


book form, $ .50 
Salten, Felix BAMBI Grosset & Dunlap 
Kurt Wiese illustrations in a reprint of this favorite story of a deer. 
With a sequel coming out this year, you have a chance for a plus sale. $ .50 
Spyri, Johanna HEIDI Grosset & Dunlap 


° An excellent value, with full page illustrations in color and decorative 


line drawings with the text. Authorized translation in full, good type and layout. 
$1.00 


FIRST STEPS IN READING - Story Books 


Beistle, Mary Alice & Aldarilla S. JUST PUGGY McKay 


A’ story forS - 7 year olds about two other five year olds, and how they 
acquired some pets of their own, and of the things they did and the way they felt. 


Silhouette illustrations throughout. Not distinguished but good might-be-true story, 
with easy vocabulary, for second graders. $ .50 


Dalgliesh, Alice & Bennett, Cleo THE HOLLYBERRYS Scribner 


Episodic story of a jolly family and the steps by which they got everything 
they wanted:- a house, a garden, a car, a garage and a pony. And of the things they 
did and the places they went. A bit "wishful-thinking" come true, which should be 
used with care, as it all sounds too too easy to the uncritical juvenile reader. I 
didn't like the pictures particularly, either. (11/6) $1.50 
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FIRST STEPS IN READING - Fact ooks 


E-~Yeh-Shure (Blue Corn) I AM A PUEBLO INDIAN GIRL Morrow 


* Through a rhythmic record in simple prose and verse, the story of how a 
pueblo Indian girl lives, of her home, her clotnes, her food, her pets and what she 
does. There's a close-to-nature quality, and yet there is nothing amateurish in the 
telling. The introduction by Oliver La frarge places both text and pictures (beauti- 


ful water colors by Indian artists) as definite contributions to Indian art. $1.5 
Federal Writers' Project THE LADDER OF CLOUDS Whitman 
of Pennsylvania SNOWS, GLACIERS AND ICEBERGS 


THE BOOK OF STONES 


These first three volumes of the proposed Children's Science Series are 
very disappointing, both from angle of text and illustrations. Factual content is 
authentic, but it makes pretty dull reading, told in form of conversations between 
two brothers, one at college and sharing his new knowledge with the younger one at 


ns 


home. Each $ .50 
STORY BOOKS FOR THE 9 - l2's 


Brown, Paul FIRE! The Mascot Scribner 


* An item for Paul Brown collectors, and a first rate story with factual con- 
tent about the aiwentures of a Dalmatian who was mascot for an engine company. Pic- 
tures the operations of the old type of horse-drawn engine, but makes good reading. 
Text printed on soft yellow blocks which makes good background for the strong blacks 
of the drawings. Text somewhat more mature than the earlier books. $2.00 


Desmond, Alice Curtis THE LUCKY LLAMA Macmillan 


Oddly enough there are two stories, both dealing with the Andes, both tell- 
ing stories of the luck brought by a silver llama. The Desmond text is a little more 
direct, the Bronson illustrations are probably more authentic, but the story is less 
entertaining, and the general "feel" of the oook is less popular. $1.50 


Malkus, Alida THE SILVER LLAMA Winston 


A boy of the high Andes finds a silver llama kid and makes it his pet and 
comrade. , The llama not only brings him luck;but saves his life. Good story and good 
picture of the life of the herders, of mountains, valleys and villages. The pictures 
in line and in soft colors are very effective and decorative. $2.00 


Flagg, Mildred Buchanan A BOY OF SALEM Nelson 


Companion story to Plymoutn 4aid and a better book. There's good content 
value, and sound factual stories of our Colonial days are needed. And there's 
plenty of adventure in this story of Timothy Higginson, in Salem of 1629. The con- 
tribution made by a story like this to a better understanding of American history is 
verified by the introduction by Albert Bushnell Hart. Illustrated by Wm. RB. Hamaker. 
$1.00 


FOR THE 12 TO 15 YEAR OLDS - Fiction 
Hoyt, Vance SONG DOG Winston 


Not a dog story, as I thought in advance, but a life story of a coyote and 
a good one. Against an authentic factual background of the normal history of a coy- 
ote, from his birth and early training, through the processes of self-protection, 
maintaining of food and shelter, learning to know the ways of man and beast, is told 
in a good adventure story. $2.00 
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Washburne, Heluiz Chandler FRIDL 4 Mountain Boy Winston 
* The Austrian Tyrol is the setting for this picture of a year in the life 


of a boy who during that year comes into his birthright as a mountain lad. His father 
was a guide, but Fridl had not been allowed to take very hard climbs. Bit by bit, 

he is trained to an understanding of the perils of the mountains, end when he has 
proved himself in smaller ways, his father accepts him as ready for the harder tests. 
Into the story is woven a great deal about the life and activities of adults and 
children, and there's a bit of a mystery as well. $2.00 


BOOKS IN FOREIGN TONGUES 


Special Note: This list is based on Westermann's list, and on examination of the 
available material in Westermann's headquarters - 20 West 4&th Street, New York. 
Some titles are included which are not necessarily new stock; some of those recom- 
mended by Westermann are deleted, because of uncertainty about securing them, for 
example the Finnish, Bulgarian, Hungarian and Polish books, and odd titles here and 
there. Starred titles are those we liked particularly. 


There's not much that is new that we can recommend very strongly. The French books 
are the best; the color work in the German books is excellent. Listing follows: 


TITLE AUTHOR PRICE 
Bohemian 

OD SRDCE K SRDCI Josef Kozisek $2.00 
Danish 

*BENTE OG SKOVENS DYR Suzanne Lassen $1.50 


(Illustrations by author - in lovely, delicate manner. ) 


Dutch 





DE BRUILOFT VAN KLORIS EN ROOSJE Willy du Saar $1.50 
(Rather cute. ) 


Frenci 

*KIRTCHISS ET RIKIKI Olga Kovalesky & Serge Brisi $2.50 , 
*BRUN L'OURS Samivel 2.00 ° 
FELI ET M'BALA Pierre Mille ~ 90 


(Only book for older children in French - that is new book. For nine to 
twelves - nice two tone illustrations. ) 


*LA FERME DE PERE CASTOR Lida ; - 90 
(Most popular series - nice picture book illustrated hy Helene Guertik. ) 
PANORAMA DU FLEUVE Marie Colmont Each 1,50 


PANORAMA DE LA COTE 
(These are postery cardboard books which are extensible and can be hung on 
the walls as maps - text on one side, pictures on the other. Nice beginning 
geography - lovely, poetical prose.) 

NOTRE FRANCE Piguet & Serebriakoff 1.3 
(Grand map book - in pastels ~ giving rivers, towns, resources, etc., in 
Separate maps.) 
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@ FOREIGN BOOKS (cont'd. ) 
TITLE AUTHOR 
German 
*DAS BUCH VOM WEINACHTSFEST Irmgard Kerckhoff 


(A Christmas book — each page giving something of the Christmas customs - 
advent - tree - etc. with carols at close. ) 


WEINACHTSENGELEIN Wentz-Vietor 
(Cunning book — telling the story of each Christmas angel. ) 
GUTEN ABEND, GUT' NACHT R. Busch-Schumann 
(A book of lullabies. ) 
* SCHNEEFLOECKCFEN I. Bohatta-Morpurgo 


(Very dainty little book about a snowflake. ) 

MARCHEN DER BRUDER GRIMM 
(Good merchandise - at price. Very full edition of Grimm's tales - 
illustrated in line in black and white - occasional full color pages. ) 


Italian 


LEGENDE ORIENTALI DI GESU BAMBINO Marina Battigelli 
(Last year's book — very popular, I'm told. I hate it - but it's a big 
book on the oriental version of the nativity - very fulsome, effective, 
if somewhat garish illustrations. Lots of purple and yellow, etc.) 


I GRANDI CAPITANI ITALIANI F. S. Grazioli 
(Three bucks worth of propaganda - Italian military heroes.) 
© MICIN GATTO MODERNO A. de' Gislimberti 
(Very unattractive book —- with poor line drawings by Angelo Guazzoni. ) 
Russian 
SKAZKA O ZOLOTOM PETUSHKE Pushkin 


SKAZKA O POPE I O RABOTNIKE FGE BALDE Pushkin 
(Both of these books similar - very bright full page illustrations - 
touch of the oriental to them - ultra artistic.) 


Spanish 
CUENTO DE PRIMAVERA F. Cabanas Ventura 
EL MUNDO MARAVILLOSO F, Cabanas Ventura 


(These are perfectly frightful books - as were all the Spanish booksI saw. 
They do poor printing, illustrating, etc - inartistic and cheap. Wouldn't 
give any of them houseroon. ) 


Swedish 
ZIP OCH HANS HUSSE I SVERIGE Nils & Karen Hansson 
GASA GASA KLINGA Gerd & Tord Baeckstroem 
(Gay, bright, modernistic book - don't know how good for children. ) 
*DEN GROENA SPELMANNEN Louis Moe 


(Lovely pictures - in story of a grasshopper. ) 


© Swiss. 


ES SINGT DS VOEGELI AB EM BAUM S, Haemmerli-Marti 
(Song book - medium illustrations. ) 
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PRICE 


$1.00 


1.00 


- 60 


- 50 


1. 50 


$2.50 


3.00 


- 90 


$1.00 
1.00 


$ .60 
« SO 


$2.00 
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ADULT BOOKS FOR OLDER BOYS AND GIRLS 
Fiction 


Finney, Charles G. PAST THE END OF THE PAVEMENT Holt 


Tempest in teapot over the activities of two very real small boys whose 
widowed mother can't think fast enough to keep ahead of the things their curiosity 
about nature will lead them into. There's lots of humor, there's sound small boy 


psychology, there's good factual information about all sorts of queer pets, - turtles, 
beetles, snakes, owlets, ‘possums and so on. It's lots of fun and a good family book. 
(For full report see Oct. 15th bulletin, page 460). Nov. 2.00 
Hough, Frank O. IF NOT VICTORY Carrick & Evans 


The exploits of young Quaker Abe, scout for the Continental Army in West- 
chester County, New York. An interesting and convincing picture of supposed patriots 
playine both sides to their own ends, of the bloody "Neutral Ground", of foraging and 
pillaging and the seamy side of war. A new slant on the American Revolution. (For 
full report see Oct. 15th bulletin, page 480). Nov. $2.50 


ADULT BOOKS FOR OLDER BOYS AND GIRLS 


Non-fiction 


Breen, Mary J. THE PARTY BOOK Barnes 


Round the calendar with parties, outdoors and indoors, small and large; 
there are sections on eats and drinks; on dances; on banquets; on money raising proj- 


ects; on games and stunts for all ages. (Full report see Oct. 15th bulletin, page 
473.) #2.50 
Marran, Ray J. TABLE GAMES Barnes 


Basic equipment, tools, materials, counters, markers, things to buy and 
things to make. With charts and diagrams he takes up spinning arrows, spinning tops, 
numbered cube games, checkers and games, Chinese star checker game, etc. (Page 473 


for full report. ) $1.50 
Buck, Frank & Weld, Carol ANIMALS ARE LIKE THAT! McBride 
More about jungle beasts, plenty of blood curdling adventures. Too bad it 
isn't better written. (For full report see Oct. 15th bulletin, page 473) 2.50 
Langewiesche, Wolfgang I'LL TAKE THE HIGH ROAD Harcourt, Brace 
* A private citizen tells of learning to fly, the cost, the procedure, the 
problems. Details that give amateurs the answers. (For full report, see page 466). 
$2.50 
Lundy, Miriam WRITING UP THE NEWS Dodd, Mead 


Biographical sketches and contributions on various aspects of newspaper 


work. Authentic vocational material, a kaleidoscopic view. (Full report, page 487) 
$1.50 


May, Earl Chapin MODEL RAILROADS IN THE HOME Funk & Wagnalls 


Against historical background, a factual how-to-do text on building a model 


railroad. A specialized book for those "loco about locos". (Full report, page 469) 
$2.00 








DO YOU NEED SOME TIPS ON HOLIDAY SELLING? 


IS TIME AT A PREMIUM DURING THE NEXT SIX WEEKS? 


WOULD YOU LIKE THE BENEFIT OF SOME SUCCESSFUL IDEAS THAT OTHER 
BOOKSHOPS HAVE DEVELOPED? 
CAN WE GIVE YOU A LIFT IN TRAINING YOUR HOLIDAY STAFF? 


The following pages are planned to help you and are - we hope —- a 
tangible contribution to promoting your success this season. 


LAST CALL! 
LAST CALL!! 
LAST CALLII! 
We are enclosing sample Copies of the holiday book lists with 
our compliments 
It is too late to place an order for imprinted quantities now 


BUT 
we thought you might need them at the last moment and ordered 
a runover, which are yours if you get your order 


through while the supply is available 





details on costs, see your September 15th bulletin 

















Virginia Kirkus’ Bookshop Service 439 East 51st Street 


SUCCESSFUL SELLING - GOOD LUCK OR GOOD MANAGEMENT? 


A nine-thousand mile trip in August gave me a birdseye view of over 130 
bookshops and libraries. And I found that sometimes the bookshop with the best rep- 
utation in the East was hoary with tradition and satisfied to stay that way, though 
their attitude of the Divine Right to Business seemed to be at fault, and they quar- 
relled with the fact that someone else was getting the business.... And I found that 
sometimes a bookshop with no "front", no established reputation, no inheritance of 
how things should be done was getting the business. People in the community were 
talking about them, liking to buy books there, counting on the advice they got. 


I found libraries with tdeal physical set-ups, adequate budgets - and an 
aura of a morgue in the lack of activity and vitality. I found other libraries 
existing in old, shabby quarters, with books stacked on every available inch of 
shelf space, and a general atmosphere of bustle and activity and life. 


What's the answer? Certainly not a substitution of unprepossessing and 
inadequate physical set-up for a modern and attractive setting. But a change of 
viewpoint to keep step with the times, an understanding of the basic principles of 
selling (whether in actual dollars and cents, as in a bookshop, or in circulation, 
as in a library). A study of how to make the most of the setting allowed by fate, 
what to do with a given situation. 


Here are a few of the things I found that left an impression of meeting 
the situation. I'm talking about bookshops now, though the basic principles of 
salesmanship are universal. 


WINDOWS:- Your first contact with your customer and your chance to catch 
the attention of transients. 


Change them often enough to keep constant passers-by interested, but not 
so often that they haven't a chance to let an impression sink in. 


Don't overcrowd. It is better to build your central focus around one book 
or one idea, than to try to give everything in your stock an airing. 


If your problem is a department store problem, try to get the various mer-— 
chandise managers to let you tie books in with various windows. I saw an excellent 
set of windows in Popular Dry Goods, El Paso. School supplies and school clothes 
windows included some standard reference books. Furniture windows showed some books 
on decorating. Sporting goods, some books on golf, gunning, fishing. And so on. 


Don't neglect the come-hither-value of cheap books. Levinson's in Sacra- 
mento keeps one part of one window for reprints, Pocket Books, Modern Library, etc. 
They told me that people were getting over the idea that bookshops were not selling 
anything but expensive books in this way. 


Study your windows in relation to the display material provided by pub- 
lishers. Keep some good display racks, back drops, etc. for use when nothing else 
offers. Always give local authors and local subjects a break. The busiest windows 
in the West were Newbegins, in San Francisco, where some local books were tied up 
with historical relics. There was always a crowd - and a good many of them went in. 

















FIRST IMPRESSIONS. INSIDE THE STORE:- I'm a complete convert to the value 
of streamlined modern fixtures and indirect lighting. Where this is not possible, I 
have seen good effects achieved through lightening the woodwork, and through breaking 
the arrangement of the books on the shelves so that one is not confronted with solid 
flanking walls, confusing to book minded people and paralyzing to those who don't 
know their way around. Harry Hartman's Bookshop in Seattle does two things:- first, 
their shelving is not so high but what they can advantageously use the tops of the 
shelves for displays, for the most part made of special titles rather than publishers’ 
material. Then the arrangement on the shelves is broken by occasional blocks of books 
lying horizontal, or by one book standing with the jacket face displayed. Variety of 
this kind helps break straight lines, and gives an impression of streamlining, even 

if the shelves themselves have no breaks. Yes, it takes up space, but better use 
Space to sell books than to preserve them for the future! 


I visited one store which had all the liabilities of the old-time railroad 
type of shop - long, narrow, with bookcases straight down one side. The new manager 
told me that he was having the shelves cut at intervals, to introduce "shadow boxes" 
which he could use for special displays; that they were being repainted, in red and 
black; that he was having an arresting line the length of the next to top shelf, 
which would break the space between new and current books and reprints.... Another 
bookshop I visited had made clever use of hanging signs, dividing fiction, biography, 
poetry, etc., into their sections... An inexpensive substitute for this is to use 
hand-lettered strips on the edges of the shelves themselves. Don't assume that 
everyone coming into a bookshop wants to take time to find out for himself where 
exploration begins and straight travel ends. You'll lose a lot of sales if you ex- 
pect every customer to know exactly what he wants, but he wont browse, unless he is 
the type, so you should give him a come-on. 


Have your tables arranged so that they have different levels, even if you 
have no racks to help you. Be sure that the books in the window tie up easily and 
quickly with the tables nearest the door. Don't fill your tables so full that cus-— 
tomers have no place to examine the books they are interested in. And this goes for 
shelving, too. A wide shelf at a convenient reading level is a great help. If pos- 
sible have a corner where a customer can retire to a comfortable chair, have a small 
table nearby, and don't be afraid that the chair will be filled with people reading 
books for nothing. A good light even if it is only an old-fashioned crookneck is an 


asset. 


MAKE YOUR EQUIPMENT: WORK FOR YOU:- Bulletin boards can be made extra sales-— 
men if you use them judiciously. The Rental Library at The Emporium in San Francisco 
has two bulletin boards, one with the large size Best Seller List from the Herald- 
Tribune; the other with their own list of recommendations, which they change often 
enough to keep the books in which they have faith (and which are not Best Sellers) 
moving... The Rental Library in Graham's, Spokane, had special sections marked for 
Books for Invalids and Convalescents; Books in the News, etc. Time-savers, which 
answered questions for the busy girl behind the counter.... Jackets, small posters, 
newspaper clippings, attractive circulars on bulletin boards acted as suggestions 
for people who were not sure what they wanted, but who wanted to find out for them- 
selves. Don't be lazy about changing displays. Giant Books six months old gather 
a lot of dust. I saw one small rental library where the glass top of the counter 
covered a strip of amusing cartoons kaving to do with books, and clipped from The 
Saturday Review and The New Yorker. But it also had some photographs of authors, 
pictures from book jackets, and some local reviews of books of local interest. The 
manager told me she changed at least part of the display every week, and that it was 


her only bulletin board... Maps today are good salesmen for books on current issues. 
There's enough scope for good tie-ups on almost every country or section "in the 
news". Keep abreast of the latest lead reviews in the review mediums and play up 


the books promptly. 








‘ "THE HUMAN SIDE OF SELLING" 
(With a bow to H. K. Dugdale of Van Sant, Dugdale and Corner, Baltimore) 


Mr. Dugdale makes three requirements for the fundamentals of successful 


selling:- Know your. Line. Know your Prospects. Know Yourself.: Now how does this 


apply to books? 


KNOW YOUR LINE.- Too many people assume that everyone in a bookshop knows 
everything about books for anyone to be satisfied with knowing only a little about 
them. And yet, it is humanly impossible to read every book you have to sell. So - 
my advice is (1) divide the reading of the high spots among staff members and make 
each one responsible for presenting the books he (or she) has read at staff meetings; 
(2) see that every staff member has access to one or more of the review mediums; (3) 
use the calendars at the end of each issue of the service bulletins as an outline of 
the books immediately ahead with which every member of the staff should be familiar. 
For example:- take the calendar in the November ist bulletin. Publication dates for 
November 15th to December 1st are covered, with the high spots for each date listed 
under author, title, publisher and with page references to the place where the reports 
appeared in back bulletins. If every staff member knows at least something about 
every one of those dozen or so titles, as presented in the bulletins and as reported 
by a staff member, there is a growing foundation of familiarity with current books. 
Finally, teach staff members, old and new, how to use the tools provided, - the Ser- 
vice index sheets, the Publishers' Trade List Annual, the Cumulative Indexes, the 
Weekly Record in the P. W., the Almanac in Retail Bookseller, etc. Customers expect 
service -— and good service brings them back to your shop. 


KNOW YOUR PROSPECTS. This boils down to knowing people, understanding 
people, being interested in people. I watched the handling of customers in a shop 
that was inadequately manned and inadequately supplied with stock - and I felt sure 
that every customer who came in, left that shop with a feeling of friendliness to 
the shop, even if the immediate need could not be supplied. In another shop, I heard 
a sales clerk say: "Yes, we have it, but nobody who really knows anything about ART 
would want it." The customer bought the book, but I am sure she never came back. 
Don't expect every customer to share your taste. The test of a good sales person in 
a bookshop is the measure of the ability to sense what the customer would like, and 
expert "sizing up" frequently makes plus sales much more important than the original 
request. Working in the rental library is good background for selling on the floor. 
One learns to know people's interests, peculiarities, and pet biases, Time spent in 
listening to complaints about books not liked is almost more valuable training than 
listening to eulogies of books liked. Don't "“high-hat" your customers; bvild up-their 


egos instead. 


Under “knowing your prospectS"comes the matter of building mailing lists. 
The purchase of a mailing list never brought success to a bookshop. Good mailing 
lists are built slowly by keeping notes on readers' interests, and by indexing your 
cards accordingly. The use of colored tabs, each denoting a classification, makes 
it possible to let one card do the work of three or four. For example:- a yellow 
tab might mean enthusiasm for American history; a green tab for Sporting Books; a 
red tab for books on banking - and one card might be tabbed with all three. Then 
when a book in any of these fields was reported in the offing, that card would be 
identified quickly and a post card reminder or a telephone call might produce a sale. 
A close study of the Service Bulletins as they come out each fortnight should produce 
enough of this plus business simply through making a short cut to fitting the partic- 
ular book to the particular customer. If every staff member is encouraged to build 
her own special customer interest list, the reputation of your shop for good service 


will grow apace. 





KNOW YOURSELF.: Here is the vital link in the chain, for the person in a 
bookshop who does not know himself is sure to be at sea when it comes to every other 
aspect of his trade. To be a successful salesman in the book trade, as in-other 
trades requires tolerance of other people's opinions, readiness for responsibility, 
honesty in opinions but gifted with the ability to keep them to himself, energy, 
willingness to be Jack-of-all-trades, imperturbability, and blessed with an adequate 
supply of curiosity, (Imagine for a moment a book seller without curiosity! He'd 
be willing to let the contents of his stock in trade remain literally a “closed book") 


Keep these points in mind in choosing your staff. This should apply even 
to the comparatively untrained assistance during holiday rush. Pick people duly 
qualified, give them a few days intensive training, and then let them sell. The in- 
tensive training should follow certain general lines, though every shop will have its 
own requirements. Let them familiarize themselves with the layout of the shop and 
the position of various classifications in stock. Make your regular staff members 
responsible individually for the newcomers. Let them "listen in" on sales, let them 
handle books themselves. Teach them the mechanical routine of making out sales slips 
and keeping records. Encourage them to ask questions, but suggest that they accum— 
ulate questions for a "question period" towards the end of the day. Find out their 
own pet enthusiasms and put it up to them to concentrate and specialize, but don't let 
them think their jobs begin and end there. "One swallow doesn't make a summer." Show 
them how to find things out for themselves, how to use the tools of the trade, how to 
check information in the indexes of the Bulletin, in the Retail Bookseller Almanac 
index, in Publishers' Weekly, in the Trade List Annual, in the Cumulative Indexes. 


“Take the enclosed copy of the Christmas book list and give them slogans, 
catch phrases, tags to help them remember a few books each day. This will carry them 
over the initial stage fright - and help them build a background of titles currently 


popular. For example:- 
A young business woman, who wants a good novel -— ESCAPE by Ethel Vance 


A conservative reader who likes a bit of sentiment along with a story — APRIL WAS 
WHEN IT BEGAN by Barry Benefield. 


Something out of the ordinary — BLACK NARCISSUS by Rumer Godden. 
Everyone's talking about it - GRAPES OF WRATH by John Steinbeck. 


A man wants a good yarn, not a problem story -— WATCH FOR THE DAWN by Stuart Cloete. 
A. biography to give the boss —- COUNTRY LAWYER by Bellamy Partridge or THE LIFE AND 
TIMES OF WILLIAM HOWARD TAFT by Henry Pringle. 


A good background book, not too hard to read - NOT PEACE BUT A SWORD by 
Vincent Sheean. 


A book for a ten-year old — not a ¢reat reader - SKIPPACK SCHOOL by M. de Angeli. Etc, 


Suggest that they make up for themselves each day a list of titles, a bit of patter, 
varying the titles and classifications. Take time out for five minutes staff meet- 
ing, prepare one page of suggestions as reminders; it will do more than a week of 
And remember - that goes for the year round, for all your staff, 


as well as for the new staff members and the holiday trade. 


trial and error. 


And so - GOOD SELLING! 





